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SNOBOL4 Information Bulletin

ThebignewsinthisBulletinconcernsnewimplementations.Inparticular, there is,at last,ananswer for the
manypersonswhohavewantedSNOBOL4forapersonalcomputer. Infact, thereisnotjustoneanswer,buttwo!

SNOBOL4fortheIBMPC

ViktorsBerstishas completed an implementationof SNOBOL4 for the IBM Personal Computer. This is a
complete SNOBOL4, based on the original SIL implementation, and is called the Minnesota SNOBOL4
Language. A description of features, configuration requirements, and ordering ordering information are con-
tainedinaflyerattheendofthisBulletin.

Robert B. K. Dewar and David Shields have implemented Macro Spitbol for the PC. This is a highly
efficient implementation of a SNOBOL4 dialect that includes a number of language extensions. More informa-
tionandaflyercontainingorderinginformationisattachedtotheendofthisBulletin.

Editor’snote: Ihavecopiesofbothoftheseimplementations.WhileIhavenothadenoughtimeyettomakeadefinitiveevalua-
tion, both appear to work as advertised. It is worth noting that Minnesota SNOBOL4 supports the large memorymodel,whileMacro
Spitbol is designed to run as efficiently as possible. One of the consequences of this is that 32,767 is the largest integer that can be
represented in MacroSpitbol and its data region is limited to 64Kbytes.On theotherhand,MacroSpitbol runsmuchfaster thanMin-
nesotaSNOBOL4—afactorof20to40seemstobetypical. R.E.G.

OtherMacroSpitbolNews

TherehasbeenquiteabitofotheractivityontheMacroSpitbolfrontrecently. TonyMcCannreportsanimplementa-
tionfor thePRIMEcomputer rangeandprogressonaversionfortheBBCmicro-processor (notforthe65028-bitprocessor
butforthe16-bitsecondprocessor). Inquiriesshouldbedirectedto

A. P. McCann
Department of Computer Studies
University of Leeds
Leeds LS2 9JT
England

telephone: 0542 431751, ext. 6112/6119

TheHoneywellGCOSversionofMacroSpitbolisnowavailablefordistributionfrom

Peter Fraser
Software Development Group
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G1
Canada

Macro Spitbolhasbeen implementedfor thePRIME50-Series of computers at Fairleigh Dickinson University. For
information,contact

Peter Falley
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Madison, New Jersey 07940

telephone: (201) 377-4700, ext. 406
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NewSILImplementations

An implementation of SNOBOL4 for the VAX running under Berkeley UNIX* has been completed at the Univer-
sityofCalifornia,SantaCruz. Forinformation,contact

Denis Severson
Board of Studies in Computer

and Information Sciences
Division of Natural Sciences
Applied Sciences Building
University of California,
Santa Cruz, California 95064

Peter Falley at Fairleigh Dickinson University has completed an implementation of SNOBOL4 for the PRIME
450/550/650 ... This implementation is distributed by PULSE, the PRIME User Group Library. Inquiries should be
directedto

PRIME Computer Inc.
Prime Park, MS 15-45
Natick, Massachusetts 01760
Attn: User Group Coordinator

Viktors Berstis has implemented SNOBOL4 for the IBM System/38. Requests for information about this imple-
mentationshouldbeaddressedto

SNOBOL4
P.O. Box 441
Millwood, New York 10546

RevisionoftheSNOBOLBibliography

The SNOBOL4 bibliography, last revised in 1979, is currently being updated. The new version will include the
related programming languages SL5andIcon.Publicationisscheduledfor later thisyearandwillbeannounced inasubse-
quentBulletin.

In the meantime, contributionsof material for thisbibliography willbe greatly appreciated. User manuals, research
reports, theses,anddissertationsrelatedtotheselanguagesareparticularlyhelpful. Sendmaterial to

SNOBOL4 Project
Department of Computer Science
The University of Arizona
Tuscon, Arizona 85721

Ralph E. Griswold
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*UNIX is a trademark of Bell Laboratories.
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